from social backgrounds where one would have expected the parents to have given some sort of sex education, in surprisingly few homes is sex ever discussed. Often the sex education given at school has been mainly confined to biology classes with little or no reference to the emotional and ethical aspects of the subject. On the whole, more boys than girls attend for a check-up because of worry over "VD" although they deny having had sexual intercourse. As no doubt occurs in all the other clinics, there is an influx of worriers after newspaper articles or radio or television programmes.
Many of the girls are very worried and feel guilty, especially on their first attendance. Their greatest fears seem to be that they will be permanently damaged so that they will be sterile or produce deformed babies, or that their parents will find out about their attendance at the clinic. Sometimes mothers have already noticed that their daughters are worrying or the girls feel they want to tell their mothers. We have a routine letter known as the "Worried Mother's Letter" which briefly explains that the daughter has a minor infection, that this is not VD, and that after a 3-month period of observation she will be discharged. So far, fortunately, we have had requests for such a letter only from patients with non-gonococcal infection. On the occasions when this letter has been given to the mother it appears to encourage a more adult relationship between mother and daughter and a greater freedom to discuss problems together. 
Recurrent Factors
(1) Intense Loneliness.-Homosexuals often complain of isolation within themselves, which they feel even when participating in "gay" parties where only Christian names are used and the participants remain as anonymous as possible.
(2) Living a "Double Life".-They worry lest family or parents find out about their homosexual activities. Often one feels that parents may suspect the truth but prefer not to be told. There is always the fear of police action, or blackmail which may expose the homosexual to his business colleagues or friends, and lose him his job. Material security and comfort seem to be of particular importance to many homosexuals.
(3) They tend to associate with an almost exclusively homosexual group of friends.
(4) They need to excel at work, which is one way of obtaining the satisfaction of being above the average in at least this aspect of life.
Function of the Medical Social Worker.-The first essential is to provide an atmosphere of understanding and concern for the homosexual, in which he feels free to discuss his difficulties without fear of moral judgement. Few have ever previously discussed their problem except with homosexuals, and the fact that they can talk freely in this professional relationship often provides a bridge by which they can venture away from their associates and discover that there are people who are willing to try to understand their problems and who can respect them as individuals with strengths as well as weaknesses.
It is necessary to help them to understand their problems so that they can learn to live with them. This is done by helping them to build up their selfrespect, by widening their choice of friends to include heterosexual people, and by helping them to find some creative occupation or hobby which may give them a sense of purpose in their periods of loneliness and boredom.
Help can be given at times of crisis, for example during periods of depression or during daily treatment for syphilis. The The social backgrounds of these girls had several interesting common factors. All had been rather petted by their fathers when they were younger and then rejected during adolescence because they had become "difficult". Two described themselves as pathological liars and made a regular practice of petty stealing from shops. Both these girls have been to expensive public boarding schools for several years, and the third attended a grammar school.
One girl aged 20 had just realized she was a lesbian and said she had "at last found sexual satisfaction". She had previously admitted that, although she had been very promiscuous, she had had sexual intercourse only with men she disliked or despised. The other two, although recognizing their intense dislike of sexual relationships with men, longed to be able to make normal heterosexual relationships and to settle down to married life. All 
